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THE DAILY UNION.

TWENTY-NINTH CONGRESS,
First Session.

Tuesoar, March 17, 1840,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

The House, in pursusnce of its order of ycster-
day, met this moming at ten o'clock,

ery few members were present,

The elerk proceeded to read the journal.

Me. TIBBATTS moved that the further reading
be dinpensed with,

Mr. DROMGOOLE wislied the journal 1o be
read, that it might be sean what kiud of entrics weore
made of the proceedinga of last mght.

The SPEAKER put the question on the mo-
tion that the farther reading of the journal be
dispensed with.,

nd it was decided in the negative.

8o the House rcfused to dispense with the further
reading.
The reading of the journal was then econcluded,
and it was a )

Mr. TILUEN rose to wnguire whether he was
retarned on the journal as having been arrested?

The Clerk (replying through the Bp-llir} _lﬁ:d

3

the benefit and enriching of the East. A thing une
paralleled in the listory of any government under
the canopy of bigh heaven—iheir people had been

ROBERTS, respactively gavo notice of amendments
they intended 10 affer.

Wr. CLARKE said
been ful in ob

required o drain their own in pay
for the landa on which they seitled —the revenue go-
ing into the treasury, (o bo expended on other por-
tions of the country; and they had contributed one-
half of the twenty million dollas paid into the
treasury, not one cent of which they would receive
in return, unless this bill were passed. Ha 10ld
gentlgmen that this stale of things could not long
oxint; the energios of any peuple could not long
stand up under such n syatem, v
T'his House was not the Lest plare to learn Agreat
reversnce for the tian. Those gentl
who prided themaelves upon being straizhi Incketed
i their construction were an-f, an some ocoas
wiona, to straln that lnstenmant as far aa other gen-
temen. He reflierred 1o the wrants of pensinns, fish-
ing bounties, the appropistions for hght-hounes,
for the coast luli',‘.{—the saluries wasted upon
which, he said, would draw all the snags from the
M,nnlnippl river—and for other purposes which
were equally inconsistent with the strictness of con-
struction professed by pentemen, as the clearing
out of snage and removal of obstacles 1o the mighty
e of the West.

no; none of the members were w0
words on the journal were these: **Reported to the
House as L

Mr. DROMGOOLE rose, he said, to & corvection
of the journal. He undersiood that the names of
those members who appeared after the doors were
closed, wers reported as having been arrested by the

tat-Arms.

The Clerk (again replyiog through the Speaker)
said no; the eolry was the Bergeant-at- Arms
ruporm o the Speaker that members who did not

anawer Lo their names, and were ot excused, were

pnnnlb.a.

Mr. DROMGOOLE. My object is o make &
distinetion between those members who were wait-
ing at the door, and had volantarly arrived, and
those who came under process served by the Ser-
geant-at-Arms; o that he may uot get pay for those
who were waiting here ready to enter when the
doors were opened,

Mr. GEORGE 8. HOUSTON. Bo fur as the
journal goes, it seems to me that there can be no
difference between those members who were mand-
ing st the door aml thess whom the Bergeant al-
Armas brought in.  If the teman did not desirn
that these fecs should be paid out of the conungent
fund, he should have thought of 1t last nmight.

Mr. TIBBATTS mur:f that the House resolve
inelfl into Committee of the Whole on the wtate of
the Union,

Mr. ATKINSON. Mr. Speaker, | wish the
Journal to be corrected. 1t speaks fulsely.

Mr. TIBBATTS (scarcely heard from the deep
recessea of his nbode on the right of the Speaker)
was understood 1o suggest that these corrections
could be made after the question before the House
had been disponed of,

Mr. ATKINSON. The correction will not take

A moment.

The SPEAKER. It is u privileged question
The gentlemnan will proceed.

Mr. ATKINSON. 1 P that no
desires that anything ahould appear ol the journal
which is not true, or wishes to prevent me from
making the correction. The journal shows that |
wan in the custody of the Sergeant-at-Arms. Now,
1did not see the Sergennt-at-Arms at all yeaterday

The entry on Ihe journal was read.

Mr. ATRINSON. | aver that | was not out of
my house after sunaet; the record 1 not true.

rl‘hl SPEAKER. The journal will be corrected
aceordingly.

Mr. TILDEN. 1 slso wish a correction made as
regards mysolf. The Sergeant.at-Arms had no right
1o take eognizance of iy being present. | was not
present under his authority,

Mr. G. 8. HOUSTON. Since the journals are
being corrected, | wish it may be corrected in rela-
tion to the geatleman from Ohio, [Mr. Barsken-
worr,] who sits in front of me, and who is not at
this moment in his seal. | know that he came into
the hall last night, and asked me what courss he
should persue e said that he was out of the hall,
but that he had got in without the knowledge of
the Sergeant-ai-Arms; yet he is reported among those
brought up by that officer.

I wish to put an inquiry to the Speaker. THan it
ever been decided by the {-Imuc. or by the Speaker,
that an adjournment of the House, after arrests
made on & eall of the House, discharges members

ed ?

The SPEAKER. The chair so decides.  All the
precedents have no decided.

Mr. G. 8. [HOUSTON. Does the chair find that
the effort haw ever heen made ¢

The SPEAKER, (doubtfully heard, wus un-
derstood to say:) The universal practice of the House
hn-idebeen in aceordance with decision he had
mode.

Mr. TILDEN. [I'move that the journal be cor-
rected an regards myself,

The SPEAKER said, the journal would be cor-
rected accordingly.

Mr. SCHENCK wns understood to aay that his
name n{;penrrd on the list of those hrought into the
[House by the Sergeant-nt-Arma.  Such was not the
fact. He had not eeen that officer, and had come
to the House without warning or summans,

After n bref convermation hetween Mr, R. C.
SCHENCK anl the SPEAKER, leading to no ac-

tion,
The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol-
lowing e ive irati
A letter from the Secretary of War, tranamitting,
in answer to a resolution o¥ the House of the 17th
ultimo, reports of wurveys of the Tennessee river;
which letter and reports were lnid upon the table.
RIVERS AND HANBORS,

" Tlie question on the motion of Mr. TIBBATTS
having been taken, and decideld in the affirmative,
the House resolved iwelf into Committee of the
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Tuomas
Swirn, of Indiana, in the chair,) and resumed the
consideration of the bill making appropriations for
the improvement of certain hprhors and rivers.

Mr. WOODWARD was entitled to the floor, and
addressed the commitice during the hour. After
g any unfriendly feelin rda the West,

and exp g the dispositi lﬁal he felt to gratify
hia weatern friends in unything which was consist-
ent with his sense of duty, he proceeded (o speak of
the bill before the House. It would have been most
‘nl.tM_l.o hia feelings, he said, if he could have re-

He wok this ground—and he held it was the
only true ground—either that the position he occu:
ied was correct, or that of the teman from
South Carolina, [Mr. Ruerr,)| who would fetter
down the government by so strict & construetion of
the conattubon as to make it an enurely Impract-
cable machine.
Mr. Rugrr expluined. |
"hey owed the prowection of the Wost to the first
weslern President we ever had—to Gen. Jackson.
He took the middle ground on this subject. He
L(;iun. J.] did not pretend 1o say that rivers and har.
re could not be the subject of Impro L but

lier period, 1 have given his views,
" Pll.n'l that ha was one of those who opposed the
¢ aywtem of imm:l improvements as uncon-
I, une jual, and opj e

After a word or two of conversation by Messrs.
G. 8. HOUSTON and CROZIER, |
The hour of iwo having arrived, the commiitee
proceoded 10 vata,

pro

the following:

of the T

he had desired, lml“h‘i
ini i un oar
't s»:{.-mu only  ment of the nav

" ¥ o insert rivern, making harbors,
word “For," with which 1t commences, and (o ]Ill%hrulgu,&,r &e
jwer and It tefhu.

By My, DELANO: For the improvement of the

Ii‘“{'“ bay and river, §20,000—ayes 55, noes B7.
ejected.
X CLERNAND: For the Im,

Y r MR, ation of the Ohio river !:ol':;
hauns, near the confluence of
30,000,
dollar 1n

Girand and Liutle ¥
the Camberland and Tennessee nivers,
Hy M. PAYNE: That avery surplus
v, afier deducting the leg expendi-

tores of goyernment, be distributsd among the
Siates, ccording 1o the federl mto of representas

. I|ion. 0 bo applied by lhel_ﬂutu for the purpose of
Mr. ANDREW JOHNSON some time since' regulating b

) g
1 o strike out all this amendment aftar the g those alrgady dug; building roads, clearing vut

& cannls, ot purchas

establishing ferries, erect-
R jrared

y Mr, BROCKENBROUGH: To distribuie

u;-lklscla;- of five hundred thousand dollars; one halfof among the severnl Siates, according 10 the provie-

[ETTT ave ted ahall be e xpanded batwern
.-f',}ff,-".ﬁ'ﬁ?:.'.r:'.'l';"?sf'f'.m-u Tunnesses. wud the hend
of the duscls shasls, I the State of Alahams; the other
hall sbove the city of Knoxville, upon the Holston, French
Broal, and Nolechucky :’unﬂ Tt‘: um .r‘ln.i!;:;:n?r“r:l
e s

:?:ud shall be n':;::“ undar e s
provided und their duties defined by law -

“For the Imprevemsnt of the Cumberland river, in the
State of Tennesses, the sum of twa bundred and Aty thou-
sand dollars.  The sum s above :Erropmlms shiall be s

aded betwesn the mouth of sald river and the Cansy
Fork, in While county, Tennessee " Relocted

The question was then taken on the amendment
of Mr. Crozien, (heretofore published,) making an
sppropriation for the Muscle Shoal canal, and for
the removal of obatructions in the Tennessee river;
which, by yeas 75, noes 79, was rejocted.

Mr. YANCEY moved an amendment, appropri-

ing #50,000 for the improvement of the harbor at
Mogilaa which, by ayes 13, noes not counted, was
rejected.

JM:. JOHN A. ROCKWELL offered an amend-
ment, proposing an appropriation of §10,000 for the

he laid down that they must be national, in contra-
distinetion 1o lucal; that they must be general, in
contradistinction o private, in their el tar; and

impr of the Thames river, ayes 30, noes
not counted. Rejected. )

Mr. TIBBATTS, under instructions from the
C on C , moved n verbal amend-

he ncted upon that distinction, and sigued bills for
improvements of this character,

‘ouching upon many other points, he came to the
proposed appropriston for the harbor at Si. Louws
of §75,000.4n exponition of the object of which, in
reply to the remarks of Mr. Jones, of Teancsdee,

aud of Mr. MeCranvano, [to whom he gave way
for explanation, | he stated that the ancient channel
of the Miswianippi was on the St Louis side; but by
the abrasion on the upposite bank, which wans of an
alluvial woil, the river had wpread out some half
mile beyond ite natural breadih, soas 1o be rendered

everywhere shallow; but the deep water sull was on
the 5t. Lows side.  The appropriation, then, was
foor the removal of shwtacles to the navigation of the
Misainaippi river at that point] and it was o preserve
it in itwancient channel—in  the channel which it
had ever nceupied wince the white man first vimied
it—and not 10 make a channel agninst the lawa of
nature and of God, as had been alleged by gentle-
men. v

Bome conversation arose between Mr BOWLIN
and Mr. MCCLERNAND us to the relative depth
of the river upon the Missourt and the o mdes,

and to the stuwe of the niver at St Louw

Mr. B, enforced with great earnestoess the claims
of the Missisaippi in view of its vast commerce, and
the great number of lives passing over it annually,
asa national work, and one in an eminent degree
entitled to receive some amall share of the appro-
priations so long withheld—a partmhity unworthy
of the government, lavished upan other sections of
the countiy.

Me. TIBBATTS eaul he should not have eon-
tended for the Qour amil this press of competitors,

had it not been for the fact that he had had the hon-
or to report thia bill by order of the Committee on
Commerce. He notced first, and replied to, the
terma of strong condemnation in whieh this bill had
been charactenized by Mr. Pavse; and then passed
t the merita of the bill.  And in the outwet he re-
pudiated and scorned all selfish consideratons in the
roiurse which he had taken upon this bill.  Not one
dollar of the appropriations neluded under 1t was
to be expended within the district which he had the
hovor to represent. It was irue, he had taken a
special interest in the Lowisrille and Portand canal,
but he did not reside within 150 miles of that canal.
Mr.T. devoted but o few words o the advoeney of
this item, yielding for explanation 1o Mr. Parne,
and stating that he had a bill upon the calendar de-
vole! specially to thin work which he should en.
deavor to bring 1o the conmderation of the House at
the earliest practicable period.

They might forgive sauthern gentlemen for oppe-
mition to western appropristions, becauvse (in the
language of the Scriptures) they know not what
they do. They were not ncguainted with the extent
and value of the commerce of the Weat; but he was
sstomshed at the course o weatern member [Mr.
MeCrenyasp] had yesterday taken in opposition
oIt

Some explanations took place between Mr. TIB-
BATTS and Mr. McCLERNAND an to the posi-
uon occupied by the latter gentleman on this sub-
ject, the doctrines of the democratic party of the
State of Hlinois upon 11, and Mr, McC.'s consisten-
¢y therewith, &e.

Mr. T. then proceeded at some length to an argu-
ment in favor of the constitutional power of Cone
gresd over the improvements contemplated by thin
bill; referning, also, in support thereof, o the pre-
cedenta of the uniform actinn of the democratic par-
ty from the foundation of the government, and to
the apinions and approval of every President elect.
ed by the democratic party from General Washing-
ton to Mr, Polk, rending especially and somment-
ing upon extracta from the meésasages of Presidents
Monroe and Jackson. He read from a list of the
appropriations made during the suecessive years of
the administrations of General Jackson and Mr.
Vo Buren, and declared the fact that there wae
not a single river contained in this bill for which
appropriatons had not been mode during every
year of General Jaclson's administration and every
year of Mr. Van Buren's, wo long aa there was any
maoney in the treasury, tizned and approved by both
of these demncratic Presidents; sull genilemen had
attempted to invoke their high authorities 1n support
of their plea that these works were unconstitu-
tional.

Mr. T. then vindicated these worka from the
charge of being sectional in their charncter, and
showed their vast importance, as being the channels
of commeree for the weatern valley, which com-
merce now equalled twice the amount of all our for-

garded it with refe 1o the tion of exped

:g.. but he had strong reasons for looking rather to
queetion of power. He thought the Houae

ought to be encouraged to look at that question. In

eign fce.

‘I‘hn gontleman from South Carolina [Mr. Rugrr]
had waid that the South asked for nothing. They
certainly then had no right to complain.  But the

BOme respects it wan at this Lime aq de navo.
He considered the bill as operating to revive an ex-

oded and abandoned syatem; abandoned not only
orita inexpediency and "ita manifest injustice, but
for the want of constitutional nuthority in this body.
And he trusted that his friends would make Latile
and fight thia question of poweronce more; although
he admitted it was a question on which litde could
be said that WF-I nteresting to the taste, or to the

o \

Dry aa this it q was, however,
he should discuss it upon the broadest principles of
common sense, and endeavor to put it in wuch a
nhape as, he believed, the most illiterate man could
not misapprehend. Mr, W, ol#:ali.n‘ firnt 10 this
bill, that whether regarded in reference to the ques-
tion of eonstitutional pawer ar of expediency, it was
not systematic, and remarking that this alone pre.
wented an inwuperable ohjsction to it, proceeded to
examine and analyze the warions provisions of the
congtitution under which the power waa clnimed,
and to show that it was not legitimately embraced
in any of them.

" Devoting the greater portion of his time to this
branch of the argument, Mr. W adverted briefly,

i knew that the committee had no right to
report upon appropriations not referred to them.  1f
the South sent impracticable men here who would
not send their mallers to the committees, the only
remedy was to send practioable men. The gentleman
talked about following the constitution to the grave.

mend in the item for the harbor at Buffalo; (which
was subsequently agreed to.)

Some conversation followed on a paint of order
betwaen Measrs. COBB, TIBBATTS, and the
CHAIRMAN.

(Mr. THOS, B. KING complained that members
eould hear nothing, and aee very liltle |

Mr. TIBBATTS offersd a series of amendmenta,
under the inetr of the whao report-
ed the bill, which led to some further discussion an
n point of order, the result of which was that the
bl was ordered to be read by sections, that amend-
ments might be oflered in the appropriate places.

A great number of amendmenta were offered.
Some of them were very imparfectly heard, but
they were lugged in, according o their order, in the
best manner in which we could get hold of them.

By Mr. SAWYER: To reduce the aporopriation
for LKG break water at Burlington, Lake Champlain,
from filteen to twelve thousand dollars. Rejected.

The stem of §10,000 for the improvement of the
harbor at Port Ontario, on Lake Onterio, being
read—

Mr. HOUGH moved to strike out §10,000, and
to insert §15,000. It was negatived,

The item of 45,000 for the improvement of Big Ly

Soduns bay, on Lake Ontario, being read —

Mr. DE MOTT moved to strike out &5,000, and
to insert §10,000. It was negatived,

By Mr. PRESTON KING : To amend the item
appropriating 420,000 for the construction of a
dredge bont fur Lake Ontario,” by adding the words
“and for the river St. Lawrence.”  Agreed to.

By Me. W, HUNT : For the improvement of
the harbor of Eighteen-mile creek, on Lake Onta-
rio, 5,000, Rejected.

[A message wan received from the Senate, by A.
Dickens, esq., informing the House of the passage
by the Senate of certain hills, de.

By Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL : For the purpose
of making m survey and investigation of the river
Delnware, with a view to the construction of ice-
harbors, §3,000. Rejected.

By Mr. FICKLIN : That the sum of $30.000 be
and the same is hereby appropriated for the im-
provement of the harbor at Mt. Carmel, 850,000 for
the improvement of the harbor at Vincennes,
25,000 for the improvement of the harbor and steam-
boat landing at Leroy, $25.000 for the improvement
of the harbor at Hutsonville, 25,000 for the im-
provementof the harbor at York, and §30,000 for
the improvement of the harbor at Danvin, on the
Wabash river. Nezatived.

The item of 420,000 for the harbor at the mouth
of Genesee river, being read —

Mr. SAWYER moved to strike out §20,000 and
to ineart §15,000. Negatived. )

By Mr. PERRY: The amendment given in yes-
terday's proceedings in relation to the Chesapeake
and Ohio Canal Cumpng. ﬁmaﬂ. )

By Mr. ISAAC E. HOLMES: For the improve-
ment of the harbors of Texas, two millions of dol-
lars. Rejected.

By Mr. E. B. HOLMES: For the improvement of | PYiP0%¢

the mouth of Sandy Creek, on Lake Outario, ten
thousand dollars. Rejected.

By Mr. DE MOTT: For the improvement of the
harbor at Pultneyville, on Lake Ontario, ten thou-
sand dollars: Rejected.

By Mr. SEDDON: For the removal of obstruc-
tinns to the navigation of James river, between the
city of Richmond and Harrison's bar, and the im-

rovement of the port of said ey, in the State of
irginin, the sum of §40.000. Rejected,

By Mr. SAWYER: To reduce the appropriation
for the harbor at Buule from fifty thousand dol-
lars tn fourteen thousand dollars; by ayes 35, noea
106, rejected. :

By Mr. SIMS: For the survey and location of a
route for o railroad, and for the construetion of the
same, from o sutahle point on the Missisaippi, or
Missouri, to the Southwest pass in the Rocky
mountaina, fejected.

By Mr. STEWART: That the proceeds of the
males of the public landa be appropriated 1o make a
railroud from Pitsburg 1o Oregon, unier the direc-
tion of the Secretary of War.

Amendment by Mr. CONSTABLE: Tho said
road to be located north. of the 49th parallel.  [Nat
entertained. |

Amendment of Mr. Srewant rejected.

By Mr. BRODHEAD: For the improvement of
the Columbia river in Oregon, gwn,uosf

By Mr, CONSTABLE: To add “after the ex-
pimtion of twelve months from this day.” [Not

anlerlnil:ad.l

By Mr. A. JOHNSON: To add to Mr. Brop-
neap's amendment: “For the construction of a
canal though the isthmus of Darien, ing the

jons of the deposite act, all the money in the treasury
on the le of October nexi, not otherwise Apropris
ated, exceeding one million of dollars. Rejecied

By the Mr BELL (read for information only:)
To deposite with the several States the sum of two
millions of dollars, in part payment of the fourth
instalment.

A motion was made that the commitiee rise.

Rejected.

‘l‘ha item of §10,000 for the harbor of Southport,
in Wisconsin, was read.

Mr. MARTIN moved to strike out $10,000, und
inwert §15,000. Negatived.

Mr. MARTIN moved to inseri the following
iem:

“To aid in the construction of a harbor at the
mouth of Sheboygan river, on the western shore
of Lake Michigan, $10,000." Negatived.

B Mr.D&mEL P. KING: For the completion
of the breakwater at Sandy bay, Massachusetts,
thirty thousand dollars.

For the improvement of the harbor at Lane's
cove, seven thousand dollars,

For the presorvation of Lynn harbor and Nahant
beach, twenty thoussnd dollnre.

By Mr. TIBBATTS, (from the Ceammittes on
Commeree:) For the :urk- at Bridgeport, Connec-
ticut, $15,000. A to.

By ?h,.um.; F’ur obatructions in the harbor of
Provid Rhode 1sland, Agreed 1o,

B BBOTT : For improving the harbor at
Newburyport, and the navigation of the Merrimack
river, in Massachusetts, §15,000.  HRejected

By Mr. MelLVAINE: For the construction of a
light-house on the Brandywine shoals, in the nver
Delaware, §10,000  Rejected.

By Mr. JAMES THOMPSON : For the im-

rovement of the harbor st North Gut, on Lalke
E'.ne, i the State of Pennnylvana, §5,000.

By Mr. TRUMAN SMITH : For completing
workas already commenced by the government of the
United Statea for improving the harbor of Southport,
in the State of Connecticur, $15,000.  Rejected.

By the same: For improving (in conformuity with
surveys and estimates heretofore made by the gov-
ernment of the United States) the harbor of Stam-
ford, in the Swite of Connecticut, §15,000. Rejected,

By Mr. JAMES THOMPSON: For the improve-
ment of the Alleghany nver between Pitwburg,
Pennaylvania, and Olean, New York, $50,000. He-

ted
By Mr. GROVER: For a survey of the Allegha-
ny river between Olean and Piusburg, $10,000. Re-
ected

The item of §15,000 for the harbor of Newcastle,
in Delawnre, being read—

Mr. HOUSTON moved 1o strike out $15,000, and
to insert §40,000. Negatived.

The tem of §75,000 for continuing the work on
the Delaware breakwator being read—

Mr. HOUSTON moved to amend the same by
striking out $75,000, and insert §100,000.

It was negatived.

By Mr. HAMPTON: For the commencement of
n breakwater on Orow shoal, at Cape May roads,
in the Deleware bay, 100,000, to be expended under
the d of the Se y 0 ar.

By Mr. CUNNINGHAM: For the survey of
Galveston harbor, 81,000, Rejected.

By Mr. TIBBATTS, (also under instructions:)
For removing the ubstructions in Newark bay,
$15,000. Agreed to. )

By the same: For improving the harbor at Havre
de Jm. 420,000. Agreed to.

By Mr. CROZIER: For the improvement and
contimuation of the canal round the Muscle shoals,
in the Tennessee river, and for removing ob-
structions in said river, §100,000; by ayes 75, noes

58, lxrﬂvd 1o, :

By Mr. GILES: To strike out the item for the
Loutaville and Portland Canal—by ayes 76, noca
T rtmucd' X
- By Mr. DOUGLASS: And also for the purchase

Llinois, such sum as may be necessary; wnich the
President of the United glmu is hereby authorized
to purchase, if it can be obtained on such terms ns
he shall deem @ fair and reasonable price, for the
of opening a ship canal between aaid lakes
and the Gulf of Mexice, witha view 1o their delence
by the navy of the United States.

By Mr. W. HUNT : For ashi
the Falls of Nisygara, to connect
Onturio, §500,000. Rejected. .

By Mr. TIBBATTS: To strike out the item for
the Hudeon river as it now stands, and insert *‘for
continuing the improvement in the navigntion of the
Hudson river above nnd below Albany, in the Stawe
of New York, §75,000. Agreed o,

By Mr. HERRICK: That §5,000 of the nppro-

riati=n for the improvement of the navigaton of the
E:ludwn river be applied 1o that poruon of saul nver
Iying between the Siate dam, or Sloop-lock, and
the foot of Grand Division street, in the city of
Troy. Rejecied. .

By Mr. SEVERANCE: To remove obatrue-
tions in the tde-waters of Kennebee rover, a0 anto
render more accessible the United Statea arsenal
at Avguata, $15,000. Rejecred. :

By Mr. E. H. EWING: For the improvement
of the nuvigation of the Cumberland river, and re-
moving the obstacles therein, 875000, to be expended
under the direction of the War Department—g30 (00
to be expended on that part of said river above the
town of Nashville, rnd §45.000 on that part of sawl
river below the town of Nashrille.

By Mr. BELL: That n portion af the appropri-
ation (amount not heard) be expended on that part
of the river below the mouth of the Laurel river,

Accepted by Mr. EWING, and the whola re-

jected. . o .
By Mr. SCHENCK: An appropriation of §75,-

DDDFor the Cumberland raad in Ohio; $150,000 in

Indiana; and §150,000 in Illinois: by ayes 47, noes

canal around
es Erie and

waters of the Pacific with the Atlantic, one million
dollars; to be expended under the direction of the
Secretary of War, and such other persons, not ex-
ceeding five in number, as may be appointed by the
Preaident,
The chair decided this amendment out of order.
Mr. RATHBUN, (adverting to Mr. Brobuean's

The constitution he spoke of was but the of
his own brain,  Such a ricketty, nerveless, imbecile
thing—the sooner it went to the grave the better;
and the lesa pomp, and circumstance, nnd show of
grief they made over it the better would they con-
sult the i{rmdr of its parentage.

Mr. T. having concluded,

Mr. COCKE obtained the flaor, and yielded, at
the request of Gi. 5, HOUSTON, who, in reference
to the decloration of Mr. T'mnarrs that the South
had wuked for nothing, inguired of the genteman if
the Tennessee river wan not before that committes,
anid presented to them by resolutions previoun to the
reporting of the Lull.

My, TIBBATTS raplied that the gentlaman mis.
interprated enticely what he snid.  He said that the
geotleman from South Carolinn had said that the

South asked for nothing.  The Tennesnen river was

towards ita close, to the question of ex ¥
There was enough known to satisfy the Honse that
huwever unquestionable the power itsell might be,
it ought not 1o be exercised, The practical opera-
tiow of the principle would be in a short time to con-
vert thin hody into a rendezvons of demagogues
coming here actuated by no higher motives than to
carry out the local apd selfish viewe of the eonatitu-
ency whom they themselves had minled and cor-
rupted.  The power in itsell was glnrm'fly unjust,
Why toneede to n great river what wan denied ton
wmall one Why should men claim to be the pets
of power, beeause they had bean the favorites of na-
ture.

Mr. W. wan cut off before he had eoncluded this
liraneh of hin argument.

Mr. BOWLIN obitained the floor, wnd yielded to

Mr. GROVER, who gave notice of an amend-
ment to approprinte, for n survay of the Alleghany
river betwoen Olean and Pittisburg, §10,000

And to Mr. DE MOTT, who gave notice of the
follow ng: For the improvement of the harbor at

Pulteneyville, on Lake Ontario, §10,000,
Mr. J)WLIN. namigning as one great reason for
hin add ing th ittee, the nttacks which had

i

heen made apon the approprintion for the harbor of
ﬂt"['_,ouh. lﬂﬁ promimng I.npﬂln brief in bis remarks,
1 aceommodate the many gentlemen who wers de-
wirous of speaking, pi sded to address the com-
miltes, taking np the argument (ns he mnid) at the
int_where the ﬂmn from mﬂ- inm
Mr. Woonwann] lefi if. The n had
talied about the *publie plunder™ in relation to the
Minsinsippi river, and of which the West wan the

jent.  He indi y inted such an ides,
mp:::ll upon ¢ mm which the West,
from itn firm settlement, had aver been the

ibject of mot oppressive - “public plunder,” for

\) had no

rather too far, to propose an appropriation for the
Calumbia river, unul we knew whether we owned it,

SBevernl voices: “But the title is elear and un-
questionable, you know."

Mr. RATHBUN made n remark, of which, in
the confusion, nothing was heard except that he
had no doubt of our title,

The CHAIRMAN said the amendment was in
order.

It wan rejected.

Mr. ISAAC E. HOLMES indicated, but did not
take, an nppeal from the decision of the Chair,
maling out of order Mr. Awonew Jomnson's
amend ment.

Me. GEORGE W. JONES offered the following
amendrment in lieu of the whaole hill after the enaci-
ingg elaume ; That there be, and hereby is, appro-
priated out of any mnne&ﬁn the treasury, not other-

;500,000 for objecta of inter-

presented to that committae, but no information was
At them i relation 10 it He did not| wike appropriated, 41
Llnmn the gantleman from Tennesaes for it, b mnl improv
the information was not ohtained from the execn-
tive department unul this morning.  Another reason

why they had not included 1t was, that it travelled
one step bayond the scope that the committee had
marked out for itsell.  “They had appropriated only
for the Hudson and the Missismippit, and it main
branchea.

Aftersome further conversation,

Mr. COCKE resumed the loor.  He declined to
dimcuns the constitutional question, but would go ao
fir n 1o say that he believed the genernl gavern-
ment had power to make works of internal impraye.
ment, #o far an these works were of general or
tional nterest; but that it had not the power to make
nternal rm[lro\‘erllenl_q on fivers or |Inrlnrln. Or nnys-
where else, in canen where the works were of »
puraly local character. “I'n this extent be believed
that the question of constitutional power had been
clearly settled by the history of the government, and
by the policy of every administration from its foun-
dation to this time,

Mr. C. devoted his hour slmost exclusively o the
claima which the amendment of hia colleague; | Mr.
Crozien,) for the improvement and continuation of
the eaml round the Muscle shoals, in the Tennes-
wee river, and for semoving obstructions in that
river, had upon the consideration of Congress, by
reanon of its national importance, and of the diffu-
wive benefita held out by it to the Union, and eape-
cially to the whols western eonntry.

Bat a few moments remnined of the time allotied
o debate,

Mr. D. P. KING Brought to the attention of the
committee the amendment of which he had given
notice, and said & word ortwo in it support.

Mesurs. E. B. HOLMES, BELL, ES8, and

in the meveral Stales of the
Union, to be distributed and paid over to the sev-
ernl States nceording to their federnl representasion.

Mr. J. would remark that, in his opinion, the
amendment was equally unconstitutionsl with the
ball, in liew of which he offered it, and if adopted,
he should vote ng t the bill an ded. Butif
thin money 16 to be unconstitutionally drawn from
the trensury, he thought this the more just and
equitable mode.

The mation was not at present in order.

Mr. NORRIS moved the following item :

To improve the navigation of the Cochico river
and the harbor of Dover, New Hampshire, 810,000,
Rejected.

t{y Mr. LA SERE: For dredging the bars at the
mouths of the Mississippi river, and constructing
the necessnry works to keap the channel open
50,000, Re%ertnrl ;

By Mr, SCAMMON: For a pier on the harbor
of Cape Parpoise, in the Slate of Maine, an report-
ed by Colonel Abert of the Bureau of Tapographi-
onl J‘f_‘lnﬂfl‘. 5,000, rejected.

By Mr. 8YKES: Ten thousand dollars for im.
proving the igation of the Del ® river be-
twean Trenton and Bordentown, in sccordanes with
the surveys made ulr‘niu- the direction of the United
States engineern.  Rejocted,

By Mr. COBB: For the improvement of the Flint
river, Georgin, $50,000. Rejecied:

By Mr. DELANO, ( on behalf of Mr. Roor:
For the harbor of Black river, on Lake Erie, §2,000.
Rejected

the mame: For the harbor of Vermillion,
’IhJﬂl Rejected

{ .
Mr. GIDDINGS: For improving the harbor
at &nﬂnl, $10,000. Rejected.

bl

(he said) to a lintle 'u:
sport, but he thought it was ecarrying the thing

91, rejected.

It wns now growing late, and there were yet many
amendmennts to be offered. .

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON rose and snid that
there wan no necessity to punish itsell at thie late
hour by further progress on thebill, us it would be
taken up to-morrow. ke moved that the commit-

o rise,
The motion being agreed to, the commitiee rose,
And the House adjourned.

Wepsespay, March 18, 1846,

IN SENATE.
The journal having been read—
PETITIONS.

My, DIX presented the petition of Maurice,
Phelps, & Company, and Maurice, Gold, & Com-
pany, praying the repnyment of certain duties ille-
gall oxr.mF by the collector of the port of New
York; which was referred to the Committes on
Finance. _ .

Mr. D. nlso presented the petition of citizens of
Genesee county, New York, praying the abro-
gatian of éertain treaties made with the Seneca In-
dianm; which was referred to the Committes on lno-
diun Affaire.

Mr. D. further presented the memorial of citizens
the town of Pittsford, Monroe county, New Y ork,
praying the construction of fortifieations at the
mouth of the Genesee river; which was referred to
the Committes on Military Aflairs.

Mr. CASS presented the petition of Henry R.
Bhoaleraft, praying 10 be nllowed in the settlement
of of hia nccounts a credit for certain dishurse-
ments, and mrnpunulinn I'm_- nxira mervices render-
ad while Indinn agent in Michigan: which was re.
ferred to the Committee on Indinn Affairs.

Mr. ALLEN presented the memorial of the rep-
resentative of John Baptiste Viscount de  Lomnague,
an officer in the revolutionary army, praying
to be allowed co mmutation pay; which was refor-
red to the C on Revolutionary Claims.

Mr. DAYTON presenied the memorial of the
New Jersey Hintorieal Society, praying the publi-
eation b ngress of an increawed number of
copies of the wcientific works of the Exploring Ex-
pedition; which was referred to the Committee on
the Library.

RESOLUTIONS,

Mr. SEMPLE submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was agreed to:

Resoleed, That the Committe on Private Land Claima be
Jbﬁ;nelmiﬂa Inquire into the rights of the ancient French
jnhabitamts of Feoria, inthe State of |llinois, to Jands and
Jots ot that place, and if (tohnll be found that they had
rights 1o lands or lote which have not been confirmed, then
to inqnife and roport what ection is necessary to be taken
to confirm thees rights.

THE MILITIA.

Mr. 8. also submited the following resalution,
which wan agreed to:

Reswloed, Thatlihe Committes on the Militia he instroet.’

of the Hlinois and Michigan canal from the State of

o te inguire into the axpsdiency of ring the militia
of the Uit States on h’:llw’;n mwl:l I

L Within sach and every distriot coutaluing one thau.
vand free white male citizens of the United avar the
:f:lnl'u-w,-ou«uml under the age of Ay years, thaie
I be radsod, by volantary enrolment o s, one |
cain
thseiplined s way be provided by law; wod thy whils, ar |
any n-ﬂ of them, moy be ealled (ito the service of the Vs
tad whans ver Congress may onder it
2 Whenever say part of the uilitis shadl be callad mln1
the service of the United Staten, they shall be bound to |
surve for five yours. unless snoner Jlluznr:ul
8. All non-commnissione afleers and ofivers of the Lins as
high s the rank of captuin shell b elecisd by the men
cemposior eack compary from among themselves
4 Alloflcers sbore the mak of o b abiall b appoiat-
wd by the President of the Uni'od Star hy and with Ltha

shall e made fiow *he otfl ery or
Lo maiit

orlve pay for th Lima, Bot extending oue weelk
[} il o pany 1o drill
think prope;

REFOATA OF COMMITTEEN. |
Mr. ASHLEY, from the Commities on the Judli- |

clary, reporied & bill 1o refund a fine 1mposed upon |
Thomas Cooper, under the sedition law,
p:lmmd by a report; which was ordered w be print-
.

Mr. FAIRFIELD, from the Committes on Na-
val Affairs, submitied an adverse report upon the
[:tmnn of Elizabeth Sevier; which was ordered to
printed.

BREVET AND STAFF RANK.

Affairs, submitted the following report; which was
ordered te be printed :

The Commitiee on Military
army of the United States at Corpus Christi, in re-

lation to staff rank and brevet rank,
REPORT

Mr. BENTON, from the Committes on Militory |

ance valualile and grll.i(‘yanﬁ. was daily received in
relation o the progress of all the useful ars amongs:
the Amerlean people. In his opinion one of the high

4y of gar huwdred militismen, to he prgasisd sid est aims of government was the ru-'uulnpmamnfl'lr

i of elvilizanion in o legitimate and proper manner
Thntend wom guined in an eminent degree by the pat
ent office. But he would not £0 into an argument on
that subject. As 10 talk about the expense of pub
lishing this document, ali ke had to say was, that
no doult some gentlemen weie vory anxious o
show their great desire 1o economizs (he public ex-
penditures.  Perhaps ot the proper time he (Mr
C ) would evinee an equal deaire 1o atain that end

sdvice wod consent of the Henats: I e, Thot nu of |
frer shall ba sppoiited unicss ha be faken Gom (ke | DUt Be thought thay, in the pressnt instance, the
oMeers ar mun composing the miliie; sod wll promotions | effort was somewhar forced. Hia sbject in riging

frbm the maks according | was simply 1o gormvet what he believed was & mis=
6. Oficers to drill by regiments once & year. and lo re-| appreheqaion on the part of the senator from Con

necticut, [Mr. Niwks,] who had s'ated that he had

ce & yvar, ur cileser, i they | befors _hun a mm;lhlll containing the report of the
i Commissioner of Patents, issued by some publisher

in Philadelplia, aod that some members of Con
gress had sold the document. It would have boen
more liberal and nearer the mark 10 have supposed

accom- | (he fact that the Philadelphia publisher, aware of

the value of the document and ita populanty, had
ordered an editlon from the public printer for his
use That was a common procedure, Ha hoped

@ prepare the hearts of the people for som

anE peace. That was a question of war, um?t:
sort of & ward Wam it n war they wers 1o entimar,
Iy the ¢hipw sunk or men slsighiered’ Not oy o
al would be n mo 1 erroneous inode of eatimgy
i ndeed, |t would be a war the most deatruciivg
of the elements of human prospedty that was g
conded In humay history, lt would be a very p.
markabile one in this view, that not s blow thig coun.
try would hisve the power 1o inflict that would nog 1y
coil on our own shoallers, They had an interem n
the affairs of that power with whom they wers |5,
cited 10 go 1o war scarcely inforior to that they hoy
in their own, A picture had been drawn of the
proapecta of Lthis country in cass the Union W iy,
served, and he belioved nothing could be said ey
iruvagant on that subjeet.  But what was the wi,
man on which depended the realization of yhes
hopes? Peace | because wan caseniinl 1o thy
expansion and produciion by which thess hopes s
19 b realized. Lo annihilating peace you annibilay
commerce, snd in anoibisling commerce you ang.
nilate all endency 1w expansion. Now, he contend.
ed that that was a question of war, and & war of (he
character he had described. It was not

to prove that proposition. There was & i
whieh, by thewr own concession, was held in con,.

that there would be no alteration in the ber of
copiea led o be printed by the 1
r. NILES said he hada word to ray. Since
this question was up the other day, he had looked
nto the history of the legislation on the subject, so
far ma there had been any to.sanction the compila:
tion and publication of these reports, and he found
ilo be this: in JH36 the ot office was reor-

alfairs, to whom zed tached
was referred the memorial of sundry officers of the l ﬂ't';,, 8t Aaw Selhul ot & Sive d“hhlp'." B

mon p for 30 years; and the conveario
under which it was done was the result of their owy
proposivion. During that period they had given o
equal dominion o that power; and would any my,
sy, that if they undertook now Lo settle the conus.
versy by the strong hand of force—Dby seizing 1he
whole terniory—there was a power L the whoie
world so contemptible as to sulmit o i’

hid baan told of the probability of Gre: n..Tz
of

tate Department, into an indep

reau, or, parhape he might say, an independent de-
| partment. In the act passed at that time, there was
& seclion appropriating one thousand dollars to be

expended by the C of Patents in eol-

That they have seen an order of the Presid
the United States, dated on the
¥ month, blishing
August 13th, 1829, by President Jackson, in rela-
tion to brevet and wiaff rank, and abrogating all

baeg regulat i rel thereto; and be-
lieving the said regulation of August 13th, 1829, to
be a correct exposition of the rules and nrticles of
war in relation w the subject, and that the re-es-

quate and approprisie remedy 1o the evils com-
plained of in the memorial, and has superseded the
necesaity for legislation on the subject, the commit-
tee bring back into the Senate the memorial com-
mitted to them, and pray to be discharged from its
further conmideration.

Mr. JOMNSON, of Louwiana, from the Com-
mittee on Penwions, submitted adverws reporis upon

abeth Ciaasaway.

Also & report recommending the indefinite post-
ponement of the buil granting a pension to Noah Con-
ner; which were severally ordered to be printed

Mr. J. aluo, from the same commitiee, asked that
said commitier be discharged from the furiher con-
nideration of the peutons of Bamuel R, Read and
Lieorge Guter, and that they be referred to the
Committee on Naval Affairs; which was agreed to.

Mr. J. also, from the Committee on Penmions,
reported, without amendment, a hill explanatory
of the fourth section of an act making approprin-
tona for the civil and diplomatc expenses of the
government for the year ending $0th June, 1846
and for other purposes, approved March 34, 1845,

repart of the Postmaster General be printed for the
use of the Senate; which was agreed to.
REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS
Mr. ATHERTON moved to take up the report
of the Committee on Printing recommending the
printng of the report of the Commissioner of Pa-
tents, and briefly advocated the printing of the num-
ber af copies rec led by the tee, who
4

tablishment of said regulntion has applied the ade- |

Mr. NILES moved that 5,000 copies of » recent |

I2th day of the lecting sgricaliural statistics. It was a mere appro-
the regulation of | Priation, and could have no effect heyond the ensu-

iig year. Since that period, there has been annusl-
ly an appropriation of one thousand dollars for the
same object, until last year, when an appropriation
of three thousand dollars was lmuused through
Congress for procuring agricultural statistics, with-
out the restriction that it was to be expended by the
Commissioner of Patents, | way (suid Mr. N
this mppropristion was smuggled through Congreas,
because | believe that very few members of either
house knew anything about it; and much less did
they know the object for which it was intended
No one can linve supposed that this three thousand
dollars was desigmed 1o ereate another olfice, and be
a provision for puying the incumbent. But such,

| he underntood, had been the fact; this sum had beer
9 a0 | Kiven lo another person, the genteman who hud
the petitions of Eli Hinds, Jemima Flood, and !"“"'. formuly been at the bead of the patent office, who

had collected the information which made up the
present report.  'We had now two officers, each re-
cewving three thousand dollars per annum; one
who ok charge of the patent office, and
another who  collected  miatistieal  information
and compiled the report on agriculture. What
was n mere clerkohip a few years ago  had
grown up o be an independent department, and wan
now dividing itself and forming another distinet and
independent bureau, which might be ealled the
burean of agriculture. We have taken the
first step, and have 1o take but one or two sleps
| more, and this bureau will be established. The

' | senator from New Illmpllnira’ Mr. Arnenron] mis-

unieratood his remarks the other day. He did not
sny that this proceeding was wholly without law;
but he said it was irregular, and, in the extent to
which it had gone, was without any legal regula-
tion or manction. What s the legal authority?
Why, previous to last year, it has been an annual
appropriation of one thousand dollars, W be ex-
pended by the Commissioner of Patents in procuring
statistics of agriculture.  An appropriation bill does
not usually 1nvolu- an experditure beyond the

had evineed their desire to iza by r
ing the printing of a much less number than last
)fl?'!f.

Mr. SEVIER entered into some historical details
relative 1o the origiu and progress of the patent
office, and expressed his great alarm in beholding
the magnitude which it had assumed. [t had ne-
tually grown up to be a branch of the government.
He was quite alarmed at this. Their fathera had
got on very well in their good old moderate way,
with a patent office confined to a single room in the
old post office. But now they had got a great
granite buildi and a i —and a team
of clerks—and connected with it, he believed, a
u“mdrun of the navy, which had gone over the
whole world to bring back stones, and fosuils, and
hirds, and Fejee wigs.

Mr, CASS. Egyptian mummies.

Mr. SEVIER. Yes; and also Egyptian mum-
mies—and all sorts of seeds—turnip seed, and
cabbages, and lettuces—in fact, almast everything
he had heard of, and a great many things of which
he had not heard, with names which he could not
make out at all, and had to get hia friends from Ala-
bama and Pennsylennia to make out their meaning
for him. They {ud gone far enough in this busi-
ness  He was tired of this spending money for the
printing of & book about buckwheat and Indian
corn. OF the documents accompanying the Presi-
dent’s messaze, full of valuable information relative
tn the foreign relations, the finanees, army, navy, In-
dinn affairs, anfl everything else of the country, only
fifieen hundred copies were printed. This patent
office had gone too far ahead.” It had abworbed the
public printing in a great degree, 1t had all turned
out just as he had anucipated yenrs ago when it
wan propoacd to build  that magnificent atructure.
He suppnsed if the revulaion of 1837 had not come
they would have proposed to buill a great
natianal church alongside the patent affice, an that
they might all worship there beside that natinnal
curiosity,  He thought a stop should be put snma.
where 10 that maenificent humbug—the patent
office; which had actuslly lecturers atached to it
ves leeturers 1o teach farmers! e wasa farmer
himaelf, nnd he eauld those lectirers—he eould,
Lt weontors anly think of it—lecturers 1o tearh men
how tomow oatn!  FHe never want to hear such loe
tures  How much did tha paent offies rnet?
Could his fiiend from Pennsylvania, [Mr Cane
RGN, ] el Noj he shank hin head, he enuld not
tall. - Nobody esulil till.  He snpposed it cost more
than the State Department. Al of their old rom-
modoresand their captine were instracted to fill up
their vesaeln with seeds and plants, and all sarts of
trash, and to bring them to the patent offica.  He
hoped his friend from Connecticut, [Mr. Nn.u.‘i_
who, with himself, generally atood at tha door o
the tresury, and took eare of all the money they had
zot there, would limit the number ta five thounsand;
that would be quite sufficient A cart load of this
document had been sentto his village, (he did not
live in one ot their great cities;) and as he did ant
carry on a great correspondence—he had a goo'
h in that respect, and he ded his

pprop i+ but in this case, the appro-
priation of one thousand dollars has grown into an
expenditure of one hundred thousand dollars. But
the appropriation was for collecting agricultural sta-
tistics. And how has it been expended’ Why, in
llecti inls cb of essays on agricul.
tura lﬂi}jltll-—ltlm url;inlr. and others extracts
from other publi fora la lume, which
in called a report. In this uﬁ::aum last year,
conssting of more than five hundred pages, there
were but two pages of agricultural statistics. [t has
none of the characteristics of a report, but is a vol-
ume com of essaysand articles on various ag-
ricultural subjects, many of which had appeared in
other agricultural publications in the country. He
thought it time to puta stop to such irregular and
useless expenditures. He had a word to say in re-
ply to the remarks of the senator from Pennaylva-
nin, [Mr. Camenow;] he was not mistaken in his
remarks the other day in regard to these reports
having been inthe hands of the booksellers. The
senator supposed the copy he read was a reprint of
this mtort. It was not so. The copy on his table is
our publication, and one of the copies printed by or-
lor - hiak blinhad

g w the whole by e
United States, and that by thore who wer
sill § her arrog and pride; by
i whe had wo much arrogance and pride, how
ia it possible that with these characieristies by
would act sof I they went for the whole of O
gon it would be tant tto a declaration that we
are to have war. Now he wanted the people of the
country (o be apprised of the real characier of tha
wr, {-luw thut question nusumed the fearfy|
nspect it then had? How did it happen that the re
lations established between the two countries by the
conventions of 1818 and 1897 were sought to be de-
sroyed? 1f they were to have war it would be one
entirely unprovoked by our adversary; nor wm i
one that would condust to the objeet sought, whick
waw Oregon.  Now no man could 'llhrﬂl.ﬁhlu-
der these i the P of Oregon wa
abwolutely inevitable by the people of the United
States, if the relations between the United States and
England were not disturbed. They were wid ths;
while one Englishman went to settle there under tha
convention, one thousand American citizens go ther,
an they had a right 0 do, 10 oeeupy . Noom
could doubt that under that armngement the peopi
of the United States in a few years would eceupy
it But it w objected that if our citises
o there they must be fsllowed hy&m’
ut they were nol precluded from doing that Irm
provisions of the convention. They could
forts, extend thoir laws, establish Indian agencie,
and have a military force there. They were pn

cluded from none of nothing but one—
that was the giving of territorial rights, Now, al
the wew States of the Union were settled in the mme

manner. People had always gone into them u
first as squatters, without their territorial righy
being recorded, under the certain conviction that i
a proper time their rights would be recorded. Nu
only would that be a war not required, but nothig

could be more superfluous. It weuld not bea
war not required, or conducive 1o ita s bul ot
would actually put out of the power of the United

States the realization of that object. Then it wauld
not be aprovoked war, nor conducive to its objes;
and he would therefore aak, ould it be s just war:
Even ifthey had a clear mod unquestionable tide,
lie would ask, was the Unied Staten justified in he
course proposed’ I he was asked what was the
title of Great Britain, he would say that had she
none other, she had a title under the U
Swtes. They had made the conventions, and
umes off to divide the territory with
in which she was nol the proposer, but
jected I.hlloﬂ'rrl.“ka\nd it ioﬁn.t thin
afier 80 nowledging righta
u.apmormo‘thumioutonnhm
that we are gm to claim the whole: would
just or honorable’ As to the question of
discuasion of it, in all i aspects, had been ob|
to. But he thought the people of the United
would not assert that lide by war, unless it
shown 10 be a clear and uqml.inmbhm
romise and division were the true policy of the

nited States. He beliaved the United had
a good title, and he could not think the British gov-
ernment had any disposition o contest that title.
But the question wns, Had we n
540 404 It must be admitted they had
the Spanish title, derived from the treaty of 1819.
That tue had been ridiculed as derived from a
grant from the Pope in 1419; but he thought it

® of nidieule. The tide 1o

L W

i

der of Congress. No bonl p
this report.  They could purchase it cheaper than
they eould reprintit; and if they had reprinted i,
they would have done it in a much cheaper form.
The copies we have printed at the public expense
have found their way into the hands of the book
l;ileru;and it was not fur him to way how they go-
there.

Mr. ASHLEY next rose, and was about to reply
to the senator who lust apoke, but gave way to o
mation, which prevalled, to proceed to the consid-
eration of the

SPECIAL ORDER—"'TRE ¥OTICE."

The Sennte nccordingly provecded to the consid-
eration of the notice, &e.

Mr. ARCHER addressed the Sennate: It was
seldom (he eaid) that a question was presented
which demanded in a8 great a degres fearless nnd
honest counsels ag that before them.  Not only th
controversy for a large territory was involved, bin
theissues of the decision they should render, which
were of sull higher imporiance, The people o'
i eountry densired o receive correet information
in relation 1o this ennte veray, not to wee their aer-
vania ihere manifest any feelings that would over
look the merita of the question of which they wouli
have to reap the benefits or wustain the u-f;m:liau
He deplored the violent invectives which had been
indulged in Ly the friends of the notice, and the
tane of the papere, as they tenided to impede fair and
free discussion.  Even inthat body, so dustingui.h-
ed for its dignity and courteny, l{ey were told that
the question was one of nerve and patriotism, and
that those who did not tnkae a peculiar view af the

uestion were deficient in these qualities. He (Mr
1.} nvowed he had not nerve enough to involve
his countey in unnecessary danger, nor could he
reapect such nerve.  As for pa riotism, he knew
too well how chuplslr it eould be purchased in these
days to desire n like reputation forit. Fa was

ple to other #; he did not anawer any
lettera at nll; that was by far the hest plan—he did
not often henr from the postmaster, but one day he
found hir in & terrible pucker because the docu-
menta filled up his room w0 that he could not turn
himsell about. The fact wan, that was not a very
scientific place, and he (Mr. 8.) did not movein a
literary cirele; it was trua they had some literary
characters in the village, but he did not belong to
them. He thought that six men could be found in
his village who would read the document, and thers-
fore Lie would agres to take wix copies of the docu-
ment.

Mr. BENTON regarded the question an one much
more jmporiant than the mere printing of a docu-
ment. Ha was apposed to the system of expendingz
the public money for the publieation of & document
made up in a great meannre of communications fur-
nished in reply to circulars insued from the patent
office, hy permong who had no object but merely to
got theic namen published in a public document.
The volume had awollen to one thousand pages;
and ut the rate at which it had grown, it would
soon amount to two or thren thousand papers.  But

people agriculture in this way.
of a wise man, nn longer amongst them, that if the
government would nndertake to instruct the people
m the art of mising corn, they would soon be
obliged to purchose )Igm weed for them. It wns a
vain idea, that of the government teaching the peo-
ple agriculture, In the West, it was well known,
tha: after the first year, the farmers had no occasion
to buy weed. The only exeeption in his (Mr B's)
State, had been that of & very lonrned gentleman,
who had undertaken to write ¢ hoak on the subject
of |n||nl|r|§lr.nrn. The expense of the wark of in-
structing the people in agricalture was not the only
ubjection—thnt would be assuming a task never
eontemplated by the founders of the government,

periodienls and works which were devoted to their
mmterests and pursaits.

Mr. CAMERON waid that the objection raised
on the score of axfpense against the diffusion amongst
the agricultural clnsses of & work which had been
mought for with so much rriees, was easily met.
ere was a surplus fund of more than §100,000 to
the credit of the patent office, and it was only just
that soma portion of it should ba returned to the

not amb of patr . As o the senmwe of
honor in regard to his country, he believed there
was no horor except in what was just.  He heard
n great deal about the sentiment exprossed by Com-
maodore Deeatur—"‘our country, right or wrong"'—
towhich he did not object, if ‘it was understood to
sy that we ought to assist our country when en-
ed in wor. o chtor wrong; but if it “implied an
obligation . enter deliberately into war, right or
wrong, for himself, and for his_country, he abjured
lrolluul morality like thai. That was s question
of war or peace.  He would not go into n detailed
examination of the whole question, but would sim-
ply repeat that the question, reduced to its real sub-
stance, was, whether, by asserting their claims 10
the whole of Oregon, they were to have war, or,
by limiting those claima by negotiation, they were
to have ce. The senator from Onig [Me. Ar-
Lew] had said, in the course of hia I‘emuxu. that he
wnyanxious (o prepare the hoarts of the people of
this country for war. Now he (Mr. Arcicn) was
anxious o prepare them for pence.
Mr. ALLEN. Iam wure the senator does not
winh to smeribe to me wards [ did not use, 1 take
| this oceasion to repeat what | thought [ had often-

e wan opponed to the principle of tenching the | tmes defore stated, that, in answer tn certain re-
pr p F g »
It wan the remark | riarks made by the

from M hunet

with regard 1o the mode this government should
ndopt of quistly debating messures, and saying but
little alinut them, 1 replied that | held just the oppo-
site of those opinions; that | believed the whale
atnte af the queation, that all the dangers which the
foreign relationn of the conntry threnten to its peace,
should be fully mnde known ta the country by
apen, full, and public dealings.  And | remarked, in
eonnexion with that sulbject, if it was essentinl w

prepare public opinion, and the minds and hearts of
the people, by the feank disclosure of the renl grate
of the facts, they ought 10 be stated, whether

war or anything clse was to follow. It was not,

therefore, a declaration made independent of other

and one which would only tend to injure the ngri- | questions, that [ wanted o throw into the publie
enlturinta.  Let agriculture be left, aa in England | mind,
and Franca, to the farmers themselves, and to the | war, That wan not my meaning, na the senator

and axcite in it, a national predisposition to

will wee, and | am more his candor and justice will
lead him to accept this ﬂxrlnnnliol. And | repent:
I take not back one syllable of what | nitered then,
It in printeil and corrected by my own hand; it
ntande there, and I abide the event, whatever it may

be.

Mr. ARCHER had no disposition 1o impute 1o
the senator from Ohio any sentimenta he had not
avowed, nor had he meant to inwinuate that he was
the reckless advoents of war; for he nupponed the

people by the publi Intion of n doe-
ument :Lu'h had met with such nnequivocal favor.
He conld hardly undertake to Iy to the

amnults which had been mdﬂ?‘:pm the patent
office an  useful department of the public sarvics.
t wan well known that at’that office intelligence at

gentl thought that war might be required b
the axi ;:3‘ the questi ,End lhu::"h Imm:
of the people should be prepared for it. Now, his
Mr. Ancmea's) opinion wan directly the reverse.

o thought the beat efforta of every men should be

not properly the subj ule

greal masa of property, municipal as well as ne-
tional, was conventional. 'When, among nations, the
grounds of tide have been ined, itinn goad
nnd valid title. If the claim of Spain to Amenca,
confirmed by the Pope, was at that time acknowl-
witged by other nations, it was good and valid; and
indeed, hnd the pretensions of Spain, as allowed
the Pope, not been held an , thera would

Iy have been one of the States of this Union now
eatoblished. But we were the first to attempt ta in-
validate Mo title of Spain, during the first negoti-
ations of 1818. [n what a tion they
themaelyes now, by setting up that utle!  1fright
now, what were we in 1818 but seiting op
dishonest elaim to tilel—for the discovery of Gy
eould not be good if Spain's title was 1]
discavery of the mouth of the Columbin by Gy
aives us & wvohd title, there was no foree in the
Spanish title; il there was force in the Spanish tite,
then our title by the discovery of Gy in invalid.
T'ne doetrine of the Secretary of State on that inpie
wan n mistaken one. He eaid if we had one ground
i vitle, und ncquired another, we conld make use of
vath, That was quite true; but they must not be
repugnant titlea, ne these were; for if our title by
discovery was gnod, it must be that that of Spain
was bad; if the Spaninh title was good, thers was
no force in ours.  Another ground there was on
which the tithe of Spain might be good. Undoubt-
ediy she made the firet discoveries—at least she was
the first power whose ships sniled along the cosst.
But it was replied that discovery gives no salid tits
unless followed up by metl ; and she had none
on this coast north ot the Columbia but Nootks,
which was entirely abandoned hLBp-in. Another
source from which Spain might have derived tille.
Suppose all the powers of earth had assanted
to the pretensions of Spain, they would, al
unsustained by any facts or principlen of r
law, have been good by w:ﬂm But this
not so; for during all the ‘time, her claim to exclt-
sive ignty were diap by both Russiaand
England, as well as by ourselves. It tould not,
then, be a title by prescription.  He had been sur
surprised at the ¢ dinary weight hed to
the Nootka Sound convention thers. 1t had been
said Great Britin had no title but what was

from that; but he (Mr. A.) maintained that tha
convention was not 1o assert a title, but tn ascer
tain one on the part of G Britain; and it wes
found from the corres nee of Mr, Hunskjson
in 1824, that England asserted a parity of tith
with Spuin, nnd thet the Nootka convention fixe
and ascertaing the title of Great Britain. 11 Gres!
Britain had recognised a title in Spain, how could
the contest relative to the neigures of ships, which
led to the econvention, have taken place, but thet
Spnin wan neserting a title Grreat Britain had nevel
recognised? Wiy, if she acknowledged the title of
Spain, should she take offencs at the seizure
shipa, na it had been the policy of Spain nlways
exclude foreigners from that eoast?  But she did not
ndmit the claima of Spain, and she was ready at
timea to repel them by war,  But he thought it we
immnterial to know what the ohject of the Nootks
convention was.  He would submit to his honom
ble friends whether there wers not such doubta it
thia gouree of title from Spain as would not auther
ize them to go to war for it. One point more
thought worthy of attention, and that was, that by
strict conmtruction the constitution of the Unind
States maken no provision for sequisition of tr
ritory whatever; ne, not so much as one scre fors
dock-yard, &c. But now it was said that discov
ary givea us n title to 13 degreen of latitude. He
found no wuch power in the sonatitution of the Unk
ted Hiates, although we were not inhibited from s
quining territory in a way which had been used in sev
eral cases to m large exient, under the treaty-making
powaror by purchase. What he had been endeavort
o prove waa, not thitt we had no title, but that we b
not a title wo elenr and unquestionabls to the whole
of the claima nsseried hy certain membars of that
body as to justify the eonsequence of war. He
nsked rlhu llllﬂllion of the Senata to the qaestion ol
war, for a Ihough nobody could wuppose that, m
case of war, there mll’ll be n man in the land
who would not mustain it, yot it was very im
partant o connider what might be the consequence®
of the war that was to come  Fe wan ready ©
sssume, with the senator from Ohio, that, in b
event of war, we should be triumphant on every
wave and in every field. He was willing to con
that, by that war, they ahould orcopy all the 4o
minions of Gireat Britain on this sontinent, and *
subdue her an to make her noe for He con
not, indeed, assant 10 the ion of the honombt
senator that England would not go to war
handed for

Oregon; and he would remind the sene




